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COUNTY GOVERNMENT OF KISUMU 

 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 
 

SPEECH BY H.E PROF. PETER ANYANG’ NYONG’O,  

GOVERNOR KISUMU COUNTY 

DURING THE MASHUJAA DAY CELEBRATIONS – JOMO 

KENYATTA SPORTS GROUND, KISUMU 

20
th
 October, 2019 

 

 

The County Commissioner Abdi Hassan, 

The Various Heads of the Government Security Departments, 

Elected Leaders both from the National and County Governments, 
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Members of the Clergy, 

County Government Officials present, 

The various Representatives of Workers Unions present, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Members of the Fourth Estate,  

Heroes and Heroines, 

 

We gather here today with pride in honour of men and women who 

have and continue to make immense contributions in many 

different ways and in many disciplines to better this nation. 

Mashujaa wetu! 
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The Mashujaa of pre-independence; Jomo Kenyatta, Jaramogi 

Oginga Odinga, Tom Joseph Mboya, Daniel Arap Moi, Bildad 

Kagia, Kungu Karumba and others did their part and delivered the 

nation from the colonialist. 

 

The post-independence heroes and heroines; Margaret Kenyatta – 

the first woman Mayor for the capital city Nairobi, Grace Onyango 

– the first woman mayor for Kisumu municipality, Grace Ogot, 

Phoebe Asiyo - Nyagoro and many others did their bit to ensure this 

country got on economic trajectory that set it apart from her peers 

among the developing nations. 

 

Mashujaa of the second liberation; Raila Odinga, Paul Muite, 

Gitobu Imanyara, James Orengo, Mukhisa Kituyi and myself as 
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young Turks put their lives on the line so that this country can be 

reverted to the democratic path. 

We cannot fail to remember George Anyona, Koigi wa Wamwere, 

Mwandawiro Mganga, Titus Adungosi, Katama Mkangi, Ngugi Wa 

Thiongó, Micere Mugo, Edward Oyugi and many other academics. 

The heroes of the handshake; H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta and 

the Rt. Honorable Raila Amollo Odinga who laid down their all for 

this country to return to the path of peace, tranquility and 

economic growth. 

And yes; today’s unsung heroes who watered the tree of democracy, 

freedom and prosperity with their blood so that this country can be 

a better place for all to live in. Baby Pendo and company, we honor 

you on this day. But for how long should they remain unsung?  
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We must allow their sacrifice to prick our conscience. 

It is for this reason ladies and gentlemen, that today, I declare 

Nyalenda Ring Road to Kachok, be gazzetted “Baby Pendo Road”.   

Further, we shall build a heroes commemorative monument at the 

park next to Barclays bank which shall henceforth be called 

“Heroes Park”. An appropriate legislation will be proposed to the 

County Assembly by my government to implement this law. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Today we also celebrate the heroes and heroines who wake up every 

day to work with their hands in providing for their families and 

building our economy.  
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From the watchman who sacrifices his sleep to ensure we are safe 

at night to that nursery school teacher who struggles to mold our 

young ones into becoming responsible members of the society 

tomorrow. Indeed no one is too small to make a contribution.  

Each and everyone of us has a contribution to make in 

transforming this County and the nation at large. It is our duty and 

calling to be responsible in all our actions just like our forefathers 

were with a commitment to deliver a better more prosperous Kenya 

to the generations to come.  

The county leadership is more committed to making Kisumu 

greater than we found it. To do this, we must put in place a proper 

and well-coordinated public service that is trusted by the people we 

serve. A properly planned public service will enable us deliver the 

services we promised more effectively and efficiently.  
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A people centered approach will make us more aware of the 

challenges faced by the residents and help us plan on more strategic 

and innovative ways of addressing those challenges. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The recent crisis within the health sector was unfortunate. My heart 

was filled with so much pain for our people who had to cover long 

distances to seek medical attention in neighboring counties or 

forced to dig deeper into their pockets to access basic healthcare 

services from the highly priced private institutions.  

I am happy to report that the medics are back to work and our 

public health facilities are now operational. My government will 

always endeavor to make better the working conditions of the 

county work force. In doing so, we shall always cultivate an 

environment of consultation.  
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However, that accommodation should never be abused.  

My government stands committed to deliver to the people of 

Kisumu a well-coordinated healthcare system that is accessible and 

affordable to all. We appreciate the gaps that exist in the health 

sector, be they inadequate infrastructure or the inadequate health 

personnel.  

My government continues to put in place mechanisms to address 

such gaps. Already, the Public Service Board has issued 

appointment letters to successful applicants for various positions 

under the Universal Health Coverage (UHC) on locum.  

These additional 179 health workers will provide the much needed 

remedy in alleviating the existing human capacity shortfall.  
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To better deliver the UHC vision, we shall devise ways in which we 

can utilize all the available health workers across the county in line 

with the National Public Service regulations. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen; 

Kisumu stands at the thrust of greatness. The path to this greatness 

demands of us that certain sacrifices shall be made along the way. 

Painful sacrifices like ceding way to infrastructural development. 

Indeed no good comes easy! 

I am aware that the recent demolitions carried out by the National 

Government to pave way for the modernization of the Kisumu Port 

and the rehabilitation of the Lakefront had very negative impacts 

on the Kisumu business environment.  
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Several traders especially the small-scale traders were greatly 

affected in the process. However, my government has put in 

measures to cushion the traders from the adverse effects of those 

relocations.  

Not only are we providing stop gap measures to the aid the traders, 

we are working to ensure that these traders work and operate in 

dignified conditions in recognition of their immense contribution 

to the county economic growth.  

To provide them with secure trading conditions where they can be 

guaranteed of the security of their wares; conditions where they 

don’t have to close shop at the slightest indication of rain; 

conditions where the tenure of their occupation is guaranteed. 
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To this end, we have put up a total 500 stalls to accommodate the 

first batch of traders in the first Phase. We expect to put up an 

additional 1000 units with a grand plan of securing land to 

construct a 10,000 capacity Kisumu Small Traders Commercial 

Centre complete with social amenities.  

 

The process for doing this is at a very advance stage and I would 

like to appeal to the small-scale traders not to be anxious. Undue 

pressure on my government is not really necessary. We are on 

course.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As a County, we also do understand the vital role played by small 

businesses in boosting the economy. To underscore our 

commitment, just recently through the Department of Business, 

Co-operatives and Marketing, we issued 96 Small Scale Businesses 

with loans amounting to Kshs. 9.6 million under the Kisumu 

County Trade Fund which is geared towards supporting small and 

medium enterprises as key elements in growing the economy. I 

want to invite more traders to make use of this fund to transform 

from small traders to medium and small enterprises. 
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Distinguished Guests, 

As a government, we are deeply concerned with the increasing 

levels of job cuts and unemployment within the Country. To avert 

these trends, we must make deliberate efforts to initiate projects 

and activities that will help create jobs for our youths and residents 

at large.  

 

I am happy to report that our negotiations with the national 

government to kick-start the vision 2030 Miwani Special Economic 

Zone has borne fruit. We are encouraged by the commitment of the 

national government to deliver this project.  
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We recognise in a special way the input of the African Union Special 

Envoy on Infrastructure H.E Raila Odinga in making this project a 

reality. Besides positioning Kisumu as the next industrial frontier 

in the region, the project will also create the much needed jobs for 

our people. 

 

In order to actively engage our youths, the County in this financial 

year 2019/2020 has provided budgetary allocation to 

operationalize the County Road Maintenance Teams to cater for 

wages and acquisition of new machinery.  

We have also commenced construction of a modern 365 million 

Rotary Business Incubation and Innovation Centre. It is currently 

30% complete and will be ready in the next seven months. This will 



15 
 

be a one stop shop for linkage between innovations and markets for 

our young entrepreneurs. 

 

To build more heroes in the sporting and performing arts arena and 

to tap into the huge economic potential these disciplines portend 

among the youth, the government is getting ready to commence the 

construction of a Sports and Arts complex at Moi Stadium, Kisumu.  

 

The construction of this multi million shillings project expected to 

take two years, will make our youth significant contributors to the 

development of the nation and further secure the futures of many 

more generations to come.  
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As we celebrate the achievements of our heroes such as Eliud 

Kipchoge and Brigid Kosgey for breaking the marathon world 

records; Lupita Nyongó and Mama Kisumu Dorothy Nyongó for 

being awarded Harlem School of Arts’ “Visionary Lineage Award”, 

we must build infrastructure that will give opportunities to little 

Rahmina – the Ecoworior Award Winner and Collins Otieno – the 

“I am Kisumu Talent Search” winner. These are our heroes of 

tomorrow. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our vision to deepen devolution structures is at the tail end. This 

follows the completion of the report of the Village Units 

Delimitation Committee. This report will soon be forwarded to the 

County Assembly for consideration and approval.  
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Its passage will create way for the establishment and 

operationalization of the Village Councils that will greatly help us 

achieve much on its prescribed mandate in line with the provisions 

of the County Government Act and my manifesto. 

 

The recently approved budget has outlined provisions we have 

made to deliver on the various initiatives geared towards providing 

quality services to the people of Kisumu. 

In a few weeks, I shall be making you aware of some of the 

initiatives lined up for our County in this financial year during my 

State of the County Address even as I report on the strides made 

within the last one year. 
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Let us unite to make Kisumu great again and fly with the eagles. We 

shall not be distracted by the naysayers and distractors of 

development focused on dragging us behind. Kisumu must not lag 

behind when it comes to development. Let us say no to negative 

leaders. Kisumu Nyaka Ger. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Corruption is the cancer that will decimate our societies. Let us all 

join and support His Excellency President Uhuru Kenyata in the 

war against corruption. We must be our brother’s keeper as we 

journey to rid our institutions of this vice.  

My resolve to free this government from the yoke of this menace 

shall not be shaken. I am happy to note that we have made good 

progress as is evidenced in the Auditor General’s report but we can 
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never go to sleep. We must always remain vigilant and pick out 

elements that are likely to incubate corruption. 

 

In Conclusion; 

Let me invite all of us to join and be part of the ongoing debate and 

reflection on the direction we want to chart as a country with regard 

to constitutional and administrative architecture.  

Presidential or Parliamentary System of Government; Which way 

for Kenya? We can all be heroes in our little ways as we contribute 

in this debate. 
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Happy Mashujaa Day! 

God bless Kisumu! God bless Kenya. 

Thank you. 

 

Tich Tire 

 

 

 


