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The County Commissioner Madam Susan Waweru,  

Members of the County Security Committee, 

Elected Leaders both from the National and County 

Governments, 

Members of the Clergy, 

County Government Officers present, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Members of the Fourth Estate,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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Receive my warm regards as we congregate here and join 

the rest of the nation in celebrating this happy and 

emotional day, our 56
th
 birthday as a sovereign state. A day 

we remember with gratitude the sacrifices made by our 

forefathers to deliver us from the colonial yoke. 

As we reflect on the selflessness of that generation of yore, 

it must not be lost on us that their effort was not only to 

transfer power from the hands of the white man to the black 

man but the beginning of meshing a national fabric that 

would lead to improved lives of each one of us and the 

society as a whole; a journey that the founding president of 

this nation, the late Jomo Kenyatta christened “kumaliza 

ujinga, ugongjwa na umaskini”! 

Therefore, we must seize this day to reflect on the past and 

visualize the future; refuse to be consumed by our petty 

differences and hold our common interests in the spirit of 

oneness. 

That reflection should make us all aware of our 

responsibilities. As government, it must not be lost on us that 

ours is to facilitate and act as an enabler. It is therefore 

incumbent upon us to come up with policies that are 

responsive to the messages being sent by the citizens; policies 

that will satisfy legitimate citizens needs. Because today we 

share the same dreams; dreams which can be summarized as 

eradication of illiteracy, poverty and sickness. Dreams that 
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will only be achieved through focused development and 

effective people centered governance. 

The strength and courage of our people has overtime been 

exhibited in their resilience and determination to survive and 

thrive through challenging circumstances. Ours as a 

government can only be to provide a facilitative 

environment to exploit the full potential of our people. 

It is for this reason that I want to thank most sincerely the 

National Government through His Excellency President 

Uhuru Kenyatta for granting us 23 acres and 350 million 

shillings to build Uhuru Commercial Park; a revolutionary 

market to accommodate over 10,000 small traders. A 

market where our people will trade with dignity and assured 

security; a market that will liberate our traders from cartels 

and weather vagaries; a market that will catapult our small 

traders from just being hawkers to small and medium 

enterprises. A market where the Jua kali sector will have the 

infrastructure needed for innovation, growth and possible 

expansion into big business. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Our country is faced with global challenges including global 

warming that requires the attention of all nations. 

Climate Change is a reality and its effects are already here 

with us. Its adverse effects continue to virtually affect literally 
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every human on earth in increasingly severe ways. The 

extent of each consequence depends on our collective 

choices making it one of the most urgent issues facing 

humanity today. As the world warms, it is expected that the 

ocean waters will rise disrupting and damaging coastal 

communities around lakes and along the coast, destroying 

homes, roads and various forms of livelihoods. 

Kenya is already experiencing these devastating effects; our 

citizens are greatly affected by the rising floods and the 

massive landslides. 

As you may be aware, climate change is also linked with 

heavier and more frequent rainfall, leading to destructive 

inland flooding. The torrential rains continue to wreak 

havoc across the East African region with devastating 

destruction of homes and infrastructure. Both the Kenyan 

highlands and low lands have not been spared, West Pokot 

and areas around Muranga, the Coastal region have been hit 

hard with the landslides leading to hundreds of deaths. Our 

own people in Nyando, Muhoroni, Kisumu East, Kisumu 

West and Nyakach have also not been spared by the raging 

floods; so far, over 10,000 families have been affected with 

four lives lost.  

 

We have since set up evacuation centres across the sub 

counties to accommodate the affected. These include 

Ogenya, Nyamasao and Achuodho in Nyando and 
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Muhoroni counties. In Nyakach, West and North Nyakach 

wards have also been greatly affected with residents being 

relocated to centres in Rae, St. Alloys, Kanyalwal, and 

Alendu in North as well as Nyongonga, Nyadina, Obange, 

Nyakoda and Nyakwere. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

A multi-agency approach is crucial to be able to handle the 

effects of global warming and be able to make our nation 

and the world food sufficient. To tackle it, we need the 

support of every nation as scientists have concluded that in 

order to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, we will 

need to limit global warming to 1.5
o
C to 2

o
C.  The good 

news is that we have solutions and there is still time to act, 

we can do it. 

As an administration, we have initiated various mitigation 

measures to help address the effects. These include desilting 

and erecting embankments along river beds in flood prone 

areas. Plans are also underway to construct a 4km dyke 

along river Nyando with support from the National 

Government. Other efforts include the creation of a County 

Disaster Coordinating Team to ensure a more harmonized 

response structure, distribution of food and non-food items, 

organized medical camps, creation and activation of support 

from the business community as well as creating awareness 

to sensitize the locals on what they need to do when faced 
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with the menace. I am in discussions with the Dutch 

Government to explore more long-lasting solutions to this 

problem which is likely to be with us for along time. 

 

In order to complement our efforts, I want to make a special 

appeal to members of the public to come together and assist 

the victims. Kindly note that we have since set up a tent at 

the Jomo Kenyatta Sports Ground where well-wishers are 

encouraged to donate food and non-food ítems such as 

water, cooking oil, flour, blankets, mattresses to accord our 

people a comfortable stay at our evacuation centres.  Much 

appreciation goes out to our partners and individuals who 

are helping us plan, coordinate and raise funds and donate 

various emergency support items to help our brothers and 

sisters. My appreciation goes out to Kenya Red Cross, 

UNICEF, Plan International, World Vision, SWAP, Makini 

Schools, the National Government, the County department 

of Disaster Management and the group coordinated by Dr. 

Omanga. Their coordinated efforts have reduced the effects 

of the current floods which would have been quiet 

devastating. 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Kisumu is poised for greatness especially with the new 

developments around the city including the modernization 
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of Kisumu Port and the impending construction of the 

Special Economic Zone by the National Government. All 

these developments point out at one major thing, Kisumu’s 

emerging position as a key player in the region’s economic 

growth and intergration. As a people, we must rise and take 

full advantage of the numerous opportunities provided by 

these new developments. There will be numerous 

opportunities for employment and investment across the 

county and the region at large. To complement these efforts, 

as a government, we embarked on the spatial planning of 

the city and its satellite towns in a bid to improve physical 

planning. We intend to speed up the process and complete 

all the plans to improve service delivery and spur 

infrastructural development up to the sub-counties. These 

developments will allow the towns to access urban 

development and attract resources. Other infrastructural and 

planning projects include the Kenya Informal Settlement 

Programme (KISIP), a collaboration of the County 

Government and the State Department of Housing and 

Urban Development where Kisumu benefited from KISIP I 

where survey and planning of various settlements was 

undertaken. We are at the final stages of negotiations for 

KISIP II that will include major infrastructural developments 

will be undertaken across the settlements. 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The attainment of the President’s Big Four Agenda requires 

the collaboration of all of us. We must not relent but stand 
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together with the President and the Rt. Hon. Raila Odinga 

who saw it proper to unite and provide an enabling 

environment for this nation to thrive. All of us in all our 

areas of work must practice due diligence. As an 

administration, we welcome like-minded partners and 

investors to join us in the four areas including manufacturing, 

food security, affordable housing and affordable healthcare 

for all. Kisumu has huge potential for investments and must 

take advantage of the opportunities presented to us.  

In all these my fellow countrymen, we must not forget to 

include one very critical resource and that is the youth. The 

youth dividend is key to our prosperity, the young people 

are at the centre of driving the reform agenda across the 

World, and we must not be left out in enjoying the 

benefits of this great resource. Therefore, there is need to 

evaluate and question ourselves on how best we can 

empower them to enable them occupy their rightful place 

in the development of our nation. We will, within the 

coming year, open the Business Incubation and Innovation 

Centre. I am appealing to the youth, as potential 

entrepreneurs to make full use of this centre when it opens. 

As I come to a close, let me also remind us that in order to 

achieve the Big Four, we must win the war against graft or 

else we shall be working hard to enrich only a few 

individuals. We have to join the President again in 

castigating the vice and stop defending those accused of 

engaging in corruption. We must not be afraid of being 
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whistleblowers if we want to save this nation. The 

perpetrators are our friends, colleagues and family members 

and we must be the ones to expose them. 

Finally, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You are all aware the Building Bridges Initiative Report is 

out. I want to take this opportunity to encourage all of us 

to read it, understand its content and not be swayed by 

individuals who are opposed to the development of this 

nation. Let us all in one accord commit to rid this great 

country of the previous evils of hatred, ethnicity and 

corruption that have held back our development take off. 

Finally, my fellow countymen and women, I want to end 

this address not only by wishing you all a MERRY 

CHRISTMASS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020, but also with 

VERY GOOD NEWS. The good news is that at its GLOBAL 

CONVENTION in Bogota – Colombia, UNESCO has 

decided to declare KIT MIKAYI a WORLD HISTORICAL 

SIGHT for the preservation of LUO CULTURAL LIFE for 

EVER. This is the result of the very IMMPRESSIVE 

presentation that our own Minister for Culture, ACHIE ALAI, 

made at that meeting after my government has pursued this 

matter over the last two years. 

 

God bless you all, God bless Kisumu County and God bless 

Kenya. 
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#TichTire. 

 

 

 


