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Vision:
A peaceful and prosperous County where
all citizens enjoy high quality life and a
sense of belonging.

Mission:
To realize the full potential of devolution
and meet the development aspirations of
the people of Kisumu County.
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PREAMBLE

When we initiated the Economic Recovery Strategy for Wealth and Employment
Creation (ERS) for Kenya in 2003, we observed that Kenya was a nation of great
potential but a disappointing underachiever. This is what we can say of Kisumu County
today: a County of great potential but a disappointing underachiever. Bad governance
underpins Kisumu’s under-achievement. This must be reversed. We will reverse it for
Kisumu County to realize its potential, through our ten-point agenda in this manifesto.
The central focus of the manifesto is to create jobs through sustainable developments
in agriculture, industry and the service sectors. We are well aware that these cannot be
achieved without a governance system that allows for free expression of the aspirations
and choices of the people as well as their full participation in development. That is why
we plan to strengthen the structures of devolved governance up to the village level.
This will give an opportunity to every citizen in Kisumu County to make a contribution
to unlocking the great potential of the county and share in the prosperity.
Kisumu will begin to ﬂy with the eagles and stop walking with the chicken as has
happened in the last ﬁve years under the County government.

PROFESSOR PETER ANYANG’ NYONG’O
ORANGE DEMOCRACTIC MOVEMENT (ODM) NOMINEE,
GOVERNOR - KISUMU COUNTY, 2017.
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1. BACKGROUND

2. INTRODUCTION

1.1. PROFILE OF THE COUNTY

THE 10-POINT AGENDA FOR CHANGE IN
KISUMU COUNTY

Kisumu County has a total land area
of 2,085.9 square Kilometres and a
population of 952,645 people and an
annual growth rate of 2.6%. Projections
indicate that by 2039, the County will
have a population of over 2million people.
The County’s population is dominated by
young people who need employment and
business opportunities. Three quarters
of the population is under 30 years old
and 43.5 percent is under 15 years. The
majority of the population is employed
in ﬁshing and agricultural activities, with
some limited opportunities in commercial
ventures and public service within Kisumu
City. As more young people enter the
workforce due to rapid population change,
the pressure on available employment
opportunities is expected to grow.
As already observed, Kisumu County has
great potential but is a disappointing
under-achiever.
Though
strategically
located on the shores of Lake Victoria
with the ability to reach over 350million
people in East and Central Africa, it bears
the marks of Kenya’s worst set of health
indicators and one of the nation’s highest
poverty levels.
The causes of the socio-economic crisis
are countless but bad governance—
corruption and economic mismanagement
in particular—is the root cause. The Auditor
General’s reports contain numerous
instances of misuse and misappropriation
of public assets and resources under the
management of the current executive and
county assembly.
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Our agenda aims at putting the youth
and women at the centre of inclusive
development, with clear plans to achieve
the following:
I.

Revitalize agriculture for food
security and agribusiness;

II.

Ensure a healthy population living
in a clean environment;

III.

Build modern physical
infrastructure;

IV.

Promote skills development and
innovation;

V.

Conserve the environment while
opening the Kisumu lakefront for
business;

VI.

Provide decent housing in inclusive
towns, semi-urban centres and
villages;

VII.

Promote sports, culture and the
arts;

VIII.

Promote industrialization and
a vibrant service sector, supported
by sustainable energy sources
and information and
communication technologies;

IX.

Promote tourism driven by culture
and heritage as well as new
products;

X.

Deepen the structures of devolved
governance and strengthen
revenue generation and
accountability in use of public
funds.
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THE LEGACY PROJECTS
These are the projects that will mark
the legacy of our ﬁrst term in office.
The implementation will be overseen by
Kisumu Development Authority (KDA)
to be established in the new county
government structure.
I.

Completion of the Kisumu Urban
Project (KUP);

II.

Building pilot light rails in the
sugar belt and pilot trams in
Kisumu city;

III.

Upgrading and modernization
of the Jaramogi Oginga Odinga
Referral Hospital;

IV.

Providing clean piped water
- powered by solar energy – to all
homesteads;

V.

Building a modern cultural and arts
Centre in Kisumu city;

VI.

Building a modern sports complex
in Kisumu city;

VII.

Putting up library and resource
centres at the village level;

VIII.

Establishment of Innovation and
Business Incubation Centres at the
sub-county levels;

IX.

Building a modern conference
centre in Kisumu city; and

X.

Establishment of village
councils, in accordance with the
County Governments Act.

3. OUR PLEDGES FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
3.1.

AGRICULTURE AND LAND
DEVELOPMENT

3.1.1. Situation Analysis & Current
Challenges
Agriculture and ﬁshing are the main
economic activities in the County but
face a number of deep rooted problems
despite its potential to reduce poverty.
Agriculture alone employs 62.1% of all
households who depend on crop farming
as a source of income.
The total acreage under food crops is
estimated at 26,865 acres and cash crops
at 25,815 acres. The main food crops grown
for subsistence are maize (297,341 tons),
beans (26,010 tons), and sweet potatoes
(21,400 tons). Others are groundnuts
and kales. This data documented as at
December 2012.
The main cash crops are sugarcane,
cotton (3,058 tons), sunﬂower (5 tons),
coffee (60 tons) and rice (51,819 tons)
grown along rivers Nyando and Awach,
Chemelil, Miwani and Kibos. Rice is grown
in under 2,000 ha at the Ahero Irrigation
Scheme.
The lack of irrigated acreage despite
the availability of land, the collapse
of
agricultural
extension
services
system, and the continued use of poor
agricultural practices all lead to low
yields. In addition, although there have
been efforts to integrate value addition
into the sector particularly for cash crops,
the County continues to be a net exporter
of unprocessed produce and importer of
ﬁnished products.
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On land tenure, the lack of title deeds
has serious implications to the County‘s
development of the sector in the following
four main ways;
•

The lack of title deeds prevents
most of the population from
accessing credit facilities
that could be used to boost
agricultural productivity.

•

The lack of title deeds depresses
demand for rural land as potential
buyers do not want to negotiate
the complexities of proving
ownership thus lowering
the exchange value of some of
the most productive land in
the County.

•

•

The lack of legal ownership proof
also makes it difficult for owners
to come together and combine
smaller pieces of land into a big
block that can more effectively
attract capital investment.
The lack of titles also makes it
difficult for industries that could
process farm produce to be set up
in the region.

The main issues facing the agriculture
sector are well represented by the maize
sub-sector which as seen above, is the
main crop produced in the County(297,341 tons in 2012). These may be
summarized as follows;
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•

Competition in the maize market is
limited.

•

Consumer prices are high, with a
negative impact on welfare and
poverty.

•

Unit prices are high due to:

-

State intervention,
Tariff barriers and
Anti-competitive conduct by ﬁrms.

The Sugarcane Sub-Sector
The problems of sugar production in the
County are the high cost of production
and poor market regulation. The three
sugar factories located in Chemelil,
Muhoroni, and Miwani are industries that
once thrived but have suffered from lack
of quality research and sound advice from
extension officers. Kibos is a privately
owned sugar mill. Other issues that have
affected sugar cane production are;
•

Poor factory performances
(breakdowns, inefficiencies,
poor resource backing etc. due to
obsolete machinery).

•

Governance problems in the sector
(poor farmer representation,
corruption, archaic regulations and
laws governing the sector etc.)

•

High taxation of farmers.

•

High costs of inputs/production.

•

Sugar glut and illegal competition
facing local millers.

Rice and Horticulture
•

National rice demand 300,000 tons per year.

•

National rice production - 80,000
tons per year.

•

Kenya spends KES 7 billion to
import rice to meet the national
deﬁcit.

•

Annual consumption of rice is
increasing at 12% compared to
wheat at 4% and maize at 1%.
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Available land for rice production is
tares of land in Kano plains. The
4500 hectares
ields under irrigation is 5.5 tons/
average yields
ha for the aromatic variety, and 7 tons/ha
on-aromatic varieties. Unit yield
for the non-aromatic
d rice varieties is slightly below
for rain-fed
2 tons/ha.. The potential for horticulture
nty is yet to be fully exploited.
in the county

for veterinary officers and
inadequate distribution of
veterinary personnel;
•

Inability to control livestock
diseases;

•

High cost of or unavailability of
breeding stock; and

•

Inadequate credit facilities for
majority of small holders especially
women.

Livestock
There are no ranches in Kisumu County
dertake large-scale livestock
that undertake
n. However, on a small scale
production.
5 per cent of households rear
basis, 92.5
chicken, 47.3 per cent keep cattle, 38.7
per cent and 23.6 per cent keep goats
p respectively.
and sheep
s affecting livestock production
The issues
unty include the following:
in the County
•

Insecurity and stock theft,
particularly in Nyakach region;

•

High cost and inadequate
veterinary services and drugs;

•

Few veterinary personnel from
government and lack of private
practitioners;
Lack of transport

•

Dairy
Of the 226,719 households in Kisumu
County, 47.3 per cent keep cattle, 38.7 per
cent and 23.6 per cent keep goats and
sheep respectively. Nationally, the dairy
industry accounts for a third of livestock
value added. 80 percent of milk in the
domestic market is consumed raw, much
of it marketed informally (hawking).
Fishing
Although the County has an extended
shoreline of about 80 km and more than
seventeen beaches all of which are ﬁsh
landing bays providing a variety of edible
ﬁshes which are distributed to the whole
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Other Challenges cutting across the
agricultural sector:
High cost of material inputs
The high cost of material inputs has
contributed more to the plight of farmers
than the prices of output. This problem is
especially visible in the sugar industry and
also explains the decline in the farming
of cotton and other cash crops. The key
material inputs that drive cost are seed
and fertilizer, fuel prices and animal feeds.
Lack of relevant research and extension
services

country, the ﬁshermen and women live in
abject poverty due to low productivity
and declining incomes
from ﬁshing.
Issues that must be addressed include
waste water management, eutrophication,
insufficient infrastructure and acidiﬁcation
which have seriously hampered the
development of the ﬁshing industry.
Equally important is the environmental
degradation in the lake, occasioning
the growth of the hyacinth weed and its
adverse effects on ﬁshing.
Water Hyacinth
To-date no serious initiative has been
taken to reverse the degradation and to
eliminate the hyacinth weed. It is possible
to undertake a mechanical removal of
the weed by borrowing and adapting
technologies that have been used in other
parts of the world for seaweed harvesting.

Farmers lack research that is informed by
their experiences and extension services
that are decentralized. The current
system is not responsive to their needs
and they do not have a say. The payment
of these services should also be removed
from farmers to enhance the price of their
produce at the farm gate.
The other main problem is that the focus
of the sector should move away from just
production to links with the market and
the prevailing business requirements.
Limited access to credit
A majority of farmers in Kisumu County
are small scale producers. This makes
access to credit difficult for them due to
risks derived from uncertainties in;
•

Output-due to weather, disease
and pest and

•

Prices- caused by the volatility of
agricultural output

Risk mitigating measures like insurance
should be put in place ﬁrst before small
scale farmers can seek to access credit.
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Archaic laws and poor sector policies
The agriculture sector is afflicted with
antiquated legislation and too many
laws. What is lacking is one overarching
enabling piece of legislation informed
by the key principles that the people of
Kisumu County want the agriculture,
livestock and ﬁsheries sector to reﬂect.

Through policy processes/interventions
that
will
strengthen
stakeholder
partnerships the potential of agriculture
will be realized in the following ways to
make Kisumu County attractive to all
investors local and global:
•

Proper land adjudication and
demarcation of public, private and
community land to ensure that
the land is properly utilized within
the existing legal framework.

•

Design policies and programs
to wean farmers off of
unsustainable methods of
agricultural production and
livestock husbandry. Extension
work is conspicuous by its
absence.

•

Competitiveness in global value
chains for horticulture/ﬂoriculture,
sugarcane, rice, sorghum, cotton,
dairy, hides and skin, soy beans
etc;

•

Assist all farmers to drive
agriculture as a business, with
development of market-oriented
smallholder, medium and largescale farming;

•

Give farmers incentives to increase
yield and value by developing
agro-industrial zones and reducing
post-harvest losses through
commodity exchanges;

•

Use innovative ﬁnancing
instruments and insurance
schemes to reduce vulnerabilities
of farmers to climate change and
market volatility;

•

Improve rural infrastructure in
new, innovative, costeffective, integrated and
scalable ways through:

•

Irrigation technologies especially
for small scale farmers,

Poor agricultural practices
•

Inappropriate farming practices;

•

Rampant use of pesticide that
contaminate water resources;

•

Soil erosion; and

•

Over-exploitation of land in a
mono crop culture.

3.1.2. Opportunities in Agriculture
Kisumu County has the advantageous
environmental features of arable land,
good soil, and consistent water supply
from rain as well as several rivers and
lakes. As noted earlier, agriculture and
ﬁshing are therefore the main economic
activities in the County and have the
potential to reduce poverty signiﬁcantly.

3.1.3. Our Pledges: Realizing the
Potential of Agriculture
A sharp focus on developing the agriculture
value chain, exploring opportunities in
the regional market and equipping MSEs
backed by the requisite infrastructure
creates
multiple
opportunities
for
rapid employment creation, inﬂows of
investments, earnings from value-added
exports and transformation of small scale
enterprises.
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•

•

Use of water for irrigation in
high potential seasonally waterlogged areas; for example Mboha
in Seme and Nyamthoe in Kanu,

3.2.

ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

3.2.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges

Open more accessible rural roads,

•

Tap into the potential of renewable
energy and

•

Rural ICT connectivity

•

Support agricultural innovation
systems, bringing together
farmers, research institutions and
the marketers of produce.

•

High value crop farming

•

Sugar cane farming in Muhoroni,
Chemelil, Kibos

•

Rice in Nyando and Awach,
Chemelil, Miwani and Kibos.

•

Soya beans, sorghum, ﬂoriculture
and horticulture

•

Horticulture in experimental farms.

•

Fishing in Kaloka Beach, Ndere
Island, Kisumu Port, Dunga Beach,
Sangorota Beach and Kusa Beach

•

Fish farming and in particular cage
farming

•

Livestock keeping

Pollution of Lake Victoria and the Water
Hyacinth Problem.
Lake Victoria is relatively shallow, with a
maximum depth of 84m and mean depth
of 40m, which makes it susceptible
to pollution.
Already
densely
populated,
the
population around the Lake is expected
to double by 2028. High population leads
to increased pollution from raw waste
and the uncontrolled spread of homes,
factories, farms and hospitals around the
basin exacerbate pollution. In addition,
ﬁshermen operating in regions around the
lake use insecticides such as endosulfan
to catch small ﬁsh. All these factors exert
negative pressure on the lake resulting in
pollution.
It’s not surprising that as a consequence
of the pollution, the water hyacinth has
become a crisis of our own creation as it
is attracted to and thrives in environments
with high concentrations of sewage. There
is however, a better way to effectively
control water hyacinth by using it for
biogas and to produce organic fertilizer.
This will also contribute to environmental
improvement.
Urban Environment

•

Agroforestry
Kisumu City, the administrative and
commercial center of Kisumu County,
is in a sorry state after years of neglect
and inaction in so far as development is
concerned. It is ﬁlthy and unkempt.
The once orderly estates of Okore and Tom
Mboya depict dilapidated infrastructure
— poor roads and streetlights that last
functioned more than two decades ago.
The state of old estates like Argwings
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Kodhek, Arina, Lumumba, Ondiek and
Mosque are wanting. Other estates that
badly require complete redevelopment
are Robert Ouko, Kibuye, Pembe Tatu,
Kaloleni and Nubian, among others.
Rapid urbanization trends coupled with
low investment in infrastructure and
basic service expansion has resulted
into enormous pressure on the urban
environment. The densely populated
estates like Nyalenda, Nyamasaria,
Manyatta, Kondele, Dunga and Obunga
are crying for urban renewal programs
to
upgrade
habitation,
modernize
infrastructure and provide adequate
security.
Effective Land Management
Of the 2,085.9 km county area, the city
occupies approximately 417 km, of which
297 km is dry land and approximately
120 km approximated at 20 persons per
hectare, way below the standard optimal
densiﬁcation. 70% of its land surface is
grossly underutilized with sparse or no
development especially in the regional/
rural peripheries. Effective land use
planning that promotes efficient use of
agricultural land must be prioritized by
the county government.

Water
This is partly covered under issues
affecting women. The problem is that only
54% of residents use improved sources of
water, with the rest relying on unimproved
sources.

3.2.2. Our Pledge

Overall, the environment is threatened
more by a government that lacks a clear
plan on its management than by natural
changes which are universal. This is not
helped by weak institutions, corruption,
mismanagement and inadequate political
and administrative capacity.

Our blue and green spaces give our County
investment opportunities in sustainable
development
and
environmental
protection which we shall undertake on
a sustainable basis. Our development
vision will protect the environment in the
following ways;

Solid Waste Management

•

The dump site at Kachok is an eyesore. It is
the result of poor solid waste management
in the City, which is replicated in other
parts of the County. In this age, solid
waste can be recycled and even used to
produce energy and other bi-products.
It is also possible to regulate the use of
non-biodegradable materials, in line with
national laws and regulations.

Design environmental policies
that incorporate information
on our County’s
population in the context of our
sustainable development plans;

•

Address population issues such
as urban planning, infrastructure
development, while safeguarding
the lives of the rural and urban
poor against effects of climate
change;
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•

Enhance the design and
implementation of programs that
integrate population, environment,
climate change, and development
in for example diversiﬁcation
of food crops, alternative
energy sources, reforestation,
water conservation and recycling;

The current chaos in transport can be
eliminated by the construction of a light
rail system integrated with the road
network, especially for the transportation
of sugarcane in the sugar belt.

•

Improve on solid waste
management;

With good and transparent governance,
the planning and execution of such a
project can be done in three years. There
is not thinking in this dimension.

•

Regulate the use of polythene
and other non-biodegradable
materials; and

Water/Maritime

•

Regulate and enforce proper
construction codes, use latest
technologies in solar and
wind energies.

The port of Kisumu is inactive and
underutilized. It is operating below 20% of
its capacity within frequent lake transport
and the lack of container port facilities
limiting the ability for businesses to use
the lake.

3.3.

ROADS AND PHYSICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

3.3.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges
Kisumu County’s physical infrastructure is
dilapidated and contributes signiﬁcantly
to the high cost of doing business in
the County. The impact of the poor and
inefficient transport system, mainly
poor roads, need not be belaboured.
The economic cost of poor rural roads
goes beyond the rural economy as they
translate to higher food prices, and hence
higher cost of living in urban areas.
Roads
For the road maintenance function that is
under the County, improvement of the road
network is in many ways, the “barometer”
by which the majority of the County
residents measure the performance of the
current County Government. To say the
least it is dismal.
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Railways

There is a lack of anticipation and planning
on the part of the County Government
to prepare the seaport as a cheaper and
efficient way for onward transportation of
goods delivered by the Standard-Gauge
Railway (SGR) when the extension from
Nairobi reaches Kisumu in the second
phase.
The central location of Kisumu City could
make it the gateway for Kenya into the
rest of the African Great Lakes region,
under the right leadership.
Air Transport
With great potential to convert itself as
a hub for the region’s airport services,
the vision of growing Kisumu into the
region’s major airport as well as turning it
into East Africa’s transport hub is far from
reality. This is despite the interest of many
investors willing to provide expertise and
ﬁnancing.
The present Government has failed to do
the heavy lifting needed. The sluggish
pace at which business is growing around
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Kisumu International Airport is a clear
signal that the days of the Government
developing infrastructure and leaving
the private sector to do the rest are
over. What is needed is for the national
and county levels of government to craft
and implement a master-plan that would
take advantage of the new developments
and modernize the county’s transport
infrastructure.

Africa’s regional import and export hub in
two major ways.

Physical Infrastructure

Transit Trade

Expensive and unreliable energy and
physical infrastructure (transport, water
and telecommunications) collectively
contribute to the high cost of doing
business
anywhere.
Infrastructure
functions straddle both levels of
government though the role of the national
government is bigger. However, there are
areas that the COUNTY government will
take the lead given the advantage of the
County’s strategic position in the planned
re-orientation of agriculture and industry
to markets and business.

Kisumu County is yet to take advantage
of its railway and maritime facilities
to improve transit trade in the region.
For land-linked countries like Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi and DRC, improving
transit trade through Lake Victoria would
help reduce transport costs which are
estimated to be 50 per cent higher than
those of the median coastal countries.
Notably, the high transit costs faced by
these countries are far more restrictive
barrier to trade than tariffs in major
markets. Improvement of the quality
and efficiency of maritime facilities and
agreement with counterpart agencies in
neighboring countries for bi-lateral and/
or multi-lateral transport arrangements
will greatly beneﬁt the economy of
Kisumu County.

3.3.2. Opportunities in Infrastructural
Development
The arrival of SGR presents opportunities
to turn the fortunesofKisumu County and
to develop Kisumu City as East and Central

•

The airport will grow in both
passenger and cargo volume;

•

Integrating the lake port with
SGR will make Kisumu a preferred
destination for trade and
commerce.
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3.3.3. Our Pledge
The potential for physical infrastructure
to grow Kisumu County’s productivity will
be realized by innovative proposals and
partnerships with the private sector.
Areas of focus will be:
•
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Construct and maintain roads
within the County

•

Establish the County Roads
Maintenance Board to involve the
Youth in road maintenance and
public works as a way of
creating employment.

•

Lake Port

•

Construction and operation of the
port

•

Increase productivity and methods
by knowledge and training

•

Supply of heavy equipment

•

Water management and irrigation

•

Machinery service and
maintenance

•

Logistics and transportation/
collection

•

Support investment in street cars
for Kisumu City; and

•

Design specialized public transport
facilities for people with
disabilities.

3.4.

HOUSING, SETTLEMENT AND
PHYSICAL PLANNING

Light rail

•

Develop a mass railroad transit
system around the lake, completely
revolutionizing the economy of the
lake region;

•

Integrate with the sugar belt, as
a build, operate and transfer (BOT)
venture with a company that can
build and operate light rail.

•

•

3.4.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges

The Airport

•

Expand Kisumu International
Airport runway.

•

Construct a cargo facility with cold
storage facilities.

•

Roads

A UN-Habitat report in 2012 noted
that cities are facing unprecedented
demographic, environmental, economic,
social and spatial challenges. There
has been a phenomenal shift towards
urbanization, with 6 out of every 10 people
in the world expected to reside in urban
areas by 2030. More than 90 per cent
of this growth will take place in Africa,
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Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.
Mindsets, policies and approaches
towards urbanization need to change for
the growth of cities and urban areas to be
turned into opportunities that will leave
nobody behind.
Kisumu is no exception and has an annual
growth rate estimated at 2.8 per cent
and densities of 828 persons per square
kilometer. Statistics also show that this
millennium city records one of the highest
urban population densities in the country,
bringing with it complexities in urban
planning.

management, building markets and public
facilities and infrastructure rehabilitation,
within the programme.
3.4.3. Our Pledge
The vision on remaking and reinventing
our city and suburbs will be:
•

Improve the spatial, economic,
social and cultural connections
between the city and the lake;

•

Extend the ‘best dimensions’ of
the current city center (based on
the current street grid pattern)
with the new public and private
facilities proposed through the
Lakefront redevelopment project.

•

Consider all land use demands
so that potential trade-offs
between uses can be
evaluated holistically for
continued economic growth
and the provision good
quality living environments;

•

Construct sheds for boda boda
operators;

•

Build cycle lanes and walkways in
the city;

•

Ensure critical planning to enable
us to make the best use of our
land, allow for more efficient
provision of facilities, and
maximize the use of our transport
infrastructure;

•

Build affordable houses to be
acquired at subsidized rates by
residents;

•

Take into account not only the
physical layout and architecture
of housing blocks but also ensure
that schools, shops, medical
facilities, parks, places of worship,
and offices are within easy access;

3.4.2. Opportunities for Sustainable
Urban Growth
Linking the county capital (Kisumu
City) to neighboring counties and states
by improving transport infrastructure,
linking water transport to road and
railway network must be a top priority for
the County government. The city enjoys
a shore line (lakefront) and is founded on
a railway terminal. If effectively linked to
the proposed national government metro
network, Kisumu (also centrally situated
in the East Africa region) will upscale its
potential as a major transport hub for the
region. There is immense opportunity to
open up the waterfront for business and
tourism, by constructing a ring road and
mixed-use development including offices,
residences and recreational facilities.
The Kisumu Urban Project (KUP)
The Kisumu Urban Project (KUP) is a
pilot urban development project being
implemented by the City of Kisumu
under the supervision of the County
Government of Kisumu, and ﬁnancially
supported by the Agence Française de
Développement (AFD). The project’s main
objective is to enhance living conditions
of Kisumu’s population by introducing
a comprehensive urban programme.
However, only two components of the
programme have been implemented.
There is a lot more to do in solid waste
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•

•

Invest in our leisure environment
with a deliberate introduction
of greenery everywhere,
build promenades, boardwalks,
and bridges to link up green
spaces and provide access to
lakefronts thus creating
exciting recreational options to
make Kisumu city more
appealing all the time; and

•

Construct a ring road and mixeduse facilities at the lake shore to
open it up for business and
tourism.

convicted criminals in the County are
young, aged between 17 and 25 years.
Key issues affecting Women
Of the 226,719 households in Kisumu
County 23.4% are female-headed. While
women face a number of social and
economic challenges in the County,
the most severe is in health provision.
Many women, children, and adolescents
continue to experience poor health
services and die from preventable
conditions that have proven and cost
effective interventions. Access to quality
reproductive, maternal, newborn, child
and adolescent health services remain a
challenge across all levels of care. In the
constituencies/wards/villages, economic
inequities and social barriers persist
within the population sub-groups that
hamper primary healthcare provision.

3.5.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges

The main food producers, a majority
of whom are women, are discriminated
against and lack extension services,
access to productive resources, micro
credit and ﬁnancial services as well as
formal sector employment opportunities
because of lower education.

Key issues affecting the Youth

Water

An estimated 74% of the Kisumu County
population is under the age of 30, 51.4%
under 18 years old and 43.5% are below
the age of 15. By global standards, this is a
high and it means that half the population
has to raise and educate the other half. As
the population continues to grow, natural
resources are under increasing pressure,
threatening public health and social and
economic development - amenities that
the youth will inherit.

Whereas water is a necessity for all
residents of the county, it is the women
who suffer most from the scarcity of water
since they have to travel long distances
to fetch water, Improved sources of water
comprise protected spring, protected well,
borehole, piped into dwelling, piped and
rain water collection while unimproved
sources include pond, dam, lake, stream/
river, unprotected spring, unprotected
well, water vendors and others.

The Youth are not productively engaged
and are underemployed. Majority of
the youth have not attained college
education, but a large number have not
been adequately skilled to provide the
requisite labour needed. Most of the

In Kisumu County, 54% of residents use
improved sources of water, with the rest
relying on unimproved sources. Use of
improved sources is mostly common
in male headed households at 55% as
compared with female headed households
at 50%.

3.5.
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Set aside County land for a variety
of housing types to meet different
needs and aspirations ranging
from affordable and quality
high-rise public housing, where
most of the population will live to
private housing;

YOUTH, WOMEN, SPORTS AND
SOCIAL SERVICES
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3.5.2. Our Pledge
Our focus is employment creation for the
youth who are currently not productively
engaged. The following interventions in
agriculture and infrastructure will be used
to generate employment for the youth:
•

Prioritize women health and
education issues related
to their well-being in pregnancies
to improve health outcomes
for women and children, and slow
population growth to ease
pressure on the environment and
natural resources;

•

Adherence to the provision of at
least 30% County government
tenders to the youth, women and
people with disabilities;

•

Train women and youth for
successful tender bidding,
to participate in County and
national tendering processes;

•

Optimize our County’s
potential to beneﬁt from
the demographic dividend by
enhancing investments in public
health, education and
empowerment
of women, and by adopting
pro-growth, job-creating
economic reforms.

•

Creating County Road
Maintenance Teams (CRMTs).
These teams will comprise the
County Youth who will be trained
on road maintenance and given
equal sections of a road to
maintain based on agreed
periodical payments by the
County government;

•

The Youth will also be recruited
and trained as Agriculture
Extension Workers;

Sports
Sportsmen and women from the region
continue to excel especially in football and
rugby but in sporting events outside the
county. Such talent need to be exhibited
and rewarded at home in the ﬁrst place
to motivate others with similar potential.
The county has no known, well publicized
and actually practiced sports policy.
As other counties hold marathons and
road races to put their counties on the
world map, Kisumu County is yet to
organize a major athletic, football or
rugby tournament. The time to act is
now; to tap into the beneﬁts that sports
provide to enhance the development of
the County via its youthful ambassadors.
Sport is big business and the county
should invest in building sports facilities,
supporting leagues and tournaments as
well as sports academies.
Social Services
There are no functional community
libraries or social centres in Kisumu
County. Yet these kind of services are
critical for the social engagement of the
youth and communities in general.

17

•

The County Government will
design policies that will enable
companies operating in the County
to advance core business activities
that are inclusive of the youth and
contribute to the achievement
of the Counties development
goals, particularly employment
creation;

•

Women will also be engaged as
CRMTS and extension workers.

•

The Nyamrerwa Women’s Group
healthcare initiative will be fully
integrated in the County’s health
system as part of an enhanced
Public Healthcare
Program emphasizing primary care
and preventive services.
They will be paid.

3.6.

ENERGY, SERVICES AND
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

3.6.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges
Kisumu County’s industrial production is
on the decline. Most industries are in agroprocessing but are now underutilized or
have shut down altogether. Some of the
key industries are:
Kisumu Cotton Mills (KICOMI)

•

Nyamrerwa maternity wards will
be established in every health
center in the County.

•

The County government will
construct a new sports complex
to replace the Moi Sports
Stadium in Kisumu;

•

Construct community libraries at
the sub-county level and social
halls at the ward level;

•

Establish sports academies in
different sporting ﬁelds;

•

Organize sports events to
showcase and open external
opportunities for Kisumu’s
sportsmen and women;
Sink boreholes after proper survey
of availability of underground
water in various parts of the
County.

•
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KICOMI lies idle and disused and despite
incentives from AGOA, there has been
no meaningful cotton farming that once
provided stable income to farmers in
lowland areas of Nyakach, Nyando,
Seme and other areas. The new county
government will make an informed
determination on whether or not the
productive inefficiencies, including the
cost of inputs may be addressed to bring
the ﬁrm back to life.
Kenya Breweries
With the closure of this factory, sorghum
farming declined despite favorable
climatic conditions in the County. In 2012,
East African Breweries Limited (EABL)
demanded 25,000 tons of sorghum
of which only 5% was supplied by the
farmers in Kenya. The demand is expected
to double to above 50,000 tons.
Chemelil, Muhoroni and Miwani Sugar
Factories
These factories are outdated, mismanaged
and expensive to run. Simply put, they are
money guzzlers. Privatization processes
where farmers will get a chance to own
the factories without a plan to change the
technology and modernize and diversify
by-products is misplaced given their
obsolete status. Moreover, small holder
farming is an inefficient way of providing
raw material to the factories. Block farming
should be considered along with irrigation
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and new sugar processing technologies
in addition to sugar transportation using
light rail.
Fish Processing
Lake Victoria accounts for about 96 per
cent of Kenya’s total ﬁsh production.
However, pollution and overﬁshing is
threatening ﬁsh stocks and its economic
contribution to the Lake Region. The Lake
Victoria Fisheries Organization (LVFO)
states a 55% decline of Nile Perch in Lake
Victoria between 2005 and 2008, and a
9% drop in tilapia catch over the same
period.
Because of this decline, at least 16
factories that rely on Lake Victoria for
their ﬁsh have been closed. Only two
remain in operation but their future is in
doubt unless necessary steps are taken
to streamline the sector. Ten companies
closed due to lack of adequate ﬁsh
while three closed because they could
not attain the required hygiene and
sanitation standards. There is an urgent
need to streamline the management of
the industry and adopt modern ways of
ﬁshing, particularly cage ﬁshing to boost
the catch.
The short life of MSEs
The County’s industrial sector is dominated
by medium and small enterprises (MSEs)
mostly producing for the domestic
market. However virtually no MSE grows,
(evidenced by expanding its workforce),
and those that do, often collapse.

Secondly, there is virtually no linkages
(market and technological) between
MSEs and large ﬁrms in the County, other
Counties, Kenya or the East and Central
African Region. This explains the short
life of MSEs. For those that survive, very
few grow into medium size industries
and eventuallly into large manufacturing
ﬁrms. Growth of MSEs is further inhibited
by;
•

Lack of secure property rights and
security of tenure of business
location

•

Lack of conﬁdence to reinvest in
their enterprises

•

Limited access to external ﬁnance,

•

Disinterest by large ﬁrms to
establish linkages ( e.g.
outsourcing)

•

Inability of MSEs to establish
linkages with large ﬁrms through
contracting.

Services
The recurring value addition theme
in agriculture and manufacturing, the
provision of well-maintained physical
infrastructure and cheap energy while
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protecting the environment will be
complimented by a thriving service sector.
Services will be placed at the center of
the County’s economy to replicate what
is happening nationally in driving growth.
The importance of services cannot be
gainsaid. It has a direct contribution to
exports as well as an indirect contribution
serving as inputs to production in other
sectors. Kisumu’s ideal location as a
gateway to a number of land-linked
countries in East and Central Africa
sees employment creation in high
services exports driven by the direct
value added provided by transport and
communications services.

obtain the requisite permits on time. The
County property roll has not been updated
in a long time denying the County much
needed tax revenues from property. The
only way to do this is using an automated
process.
Lack of automation aids and abets
corruption in revenue collection and
conveyance which are both tremendous
hindrances in doing business in the county.

3.6.2. Our Pledge
•

Enhanced agricultural output as
part of developing the agricultural
value chains and

•

Recognizing the important role
played by MSEs in employment
creation and wage
competitiveness in value addition.
Reversing the productivity decline
in industrial output will be part of
the policy drive by targeting the
revival of the following industries:

•

Cotton production (KICOMI)

•

Revive cotton farming with
provision of high yielding seed
varieties, to change the monocropping practices in sugarcane
farms;

•

Address high input cost which can
be as high as 52%
Introduce irrigation to stop over
reliance on rainfall

Issues in Services
Strategically located to exploit the East
and Central African region, Kisumu
County has failed to take advantage of
its position to increase productivity in
service provision. Tourism, transit trade
and professional services have stagnated.
This may be explained by the fact that the
growth of the service industry depends to
a large extent on the growth of agriculture
and industry.
Entertainment is an industry in which the
region has great comparative advantage
which remains unexploited. Endowed
with great artists and an attractive
night weather, an enabling environment
is needed to ensure that this industry
thrives. Furthernmore, there are immense
opportunities in banking, hotel and
hospitality.
Information
and
Technology (ICT)

Communication

While ICT is now a basic support
system for any business, the County of
Kisumu has been slow in embracing the
ICT platform- both for itself and the
stakeholders it serves. For example, the
county government is to install automated
systems for construction and business
permitting. Businesses ﬁnd it difficult to
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•

•

Give farmers forward contracts in
the commodities market.

•

Sugar cane Production and
Processing:

•

Get rid of all factories with their
obsolete machinery
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•

Let the National Government take
over the debt burden and not
entice farmers to buy these
companies in a ﬂawed
privatization process;

•

Supply farmers with high yielding
seed varieties;

•

Introduce irrigation based farming;

•

Consolidate small scale plots into
blocks to increase productivity;

•

Construct light rail for transporting
the cane to the factory;

•

Partner with efficient cane
processors to put up new factories
and introduce new technology.
Australia has this technology.

Dairy Processing
•

Provide incentives for the
establishment of a Dairy
processing plant with value
addition in other milk products.

•

Bioethanol and biodiesel:

•

Product diversiﬁcation and new
sources of growth in industry
will be undertaken through
research in partnership with
business and academic institutions.
The goal will be to put into
economic use feed-stocks of sugar
cane, sweet sorghum and cassava
for the production bioethanol and
jatropha, castor, croton and
sunﬂower for the production of
biodiesel

•

Limestone

•

The county has commercially
viable deposits of limestone
in Koru. With the high growth of
the construction sector, incentives
will be provided for the
establishment of a cement factory.

•

MSEs
The County’s manufacturing sector
is dominated by micro and small
enterprises (MSEs)
mostly producing for the domestic
market. However, they do not
grow into middle-sized ﬁrms and
ultimately large manufacturing
ﬁrms.

Recognizing that small ﬁrms (employing
between 1-9 people) are the seedbed
of the manufacturing sector and have
contributed successfully to the growth of
the industrial sector in East Asia, Europe
and USA, the new county government will
do the following:
•

Construct a modern market/mall in
Kisumu city, integrating shopping
outlets for various
items, and linked to transport
and social facilities;

•

Establish market and technological
linkages to effectively link the
small manufacturing enterprises to
the export market to drive their
growth via outsourcing;
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•

Provide physical infrastructure
to resolve the security of tenure
and property rights issues quite
often experienced by MSEs similar
to urban residential housing and
then leasing or selling the workspace to them;

•

Food and agro-processing;

•

Textiles;

•

Extractives; and

•

Construction
Construction.

•

The County Government will
undertake appropriate steps to
determine the geographical
distribution and specialization
of such nfrastructure;

•

•

The government will also review
the transaction costs associated
with expansion for MSEs like
securing a license, tax compliance
which are often ﬁxed and is usually
a bigger burden compared to the
smaller the business;

For the County to grow, the key
sectors will be those that generate
external demand namely tourism,
transit trade, hospitality and,
potentially, the information
and communication technology
sector (ICT). The revival of
production in agriculture and
industry will lead to the revival of
other service industries
that depend on them, such as hotel
and hospitality:

•

The County government will offer
incentives for the growth of the
hotel and hospitality industry;

•
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Similar to opportunities created in
agriculture, a strong signal for
investors in industry and
manufacturing will be a County
led/facilitated incentive
structure that will move the
County into a fully integrated,
regionally/globally competitive
agro-industrial producer in the
following sectors:

To transform the County into the preferred
regional export and import hub, the
County leadership will spearhead
•

Close cooperation on some of the
crucial issues of trade facilitation
in East and Central Africa,
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including stepping up cooperation
at border points;
•

Paperless trade within the county
and between the County and
external counterparts;

•

Development of trade
infrastructure, including
information and communication
facilities;

•

Provision of world class
connectivity at competitive prices
in ICT services.

•

In ICT, the County Government will
work with the private sector
to ensure availability of wireless
internet services in public offices
and public facilities, including
parks, transport facilities;

•

Put in place Wide Area Network
Connectivity to connect all county
institutions;

3.7.

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND
HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT

3.7.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges
Only 25% of Kisumu County residents have
secondary level of education or above.
57% have primary level of education only
and some 18% have no formal education.
These ﬁgures are appalling. However, the
County government’s main focus in Early
Childhood Development (ECD) education,
in accordance with the functions assigned
to county governments. Yet a weak
foundation at that level lays bad ground
for educational development in future.

among the youth. Further, information
and communication technologies open
up massive opportunities for skills
development and employment. This is an
area where industry should work closely
with educational institutions to develop
the skills required in the job market. Many
young people are highly talented and
innovative. All they need is to have their
innovations developed, incubated and
commercialized to create employment
for themselves and others.
In line with priorities in agriculture and
industrialization, a training agenda that
will beneﬁt young people in the county
is lacking. Partnerships with institutions
of higher learning will be vital to tap
into the resources available within ﬁrms
and industry for specialized trainings, in
line with the development policy agenda
in respective (sub) sector. Beyond that,
technical skills development is also very
important for the productive sector.
Young people need to be encouraged
to undertake technical training as a
fair alternative to college and higher
education, after secondary school. A lot
of the youth who join universities and
colleges end up dropping out for lack
of ﬁnancial ability to pay for the cost of
education. This is a wastage of human
resource that should not be tolerated.
Looking internally, the county will also
require highly skilled and dedicated
workers to deliver this development
agenda. As such, continuous skills
development among staff of the County
government will be required. Beyond that,
county workers will need to adopt an ethos
of service to community in selﬂessness
and integrity. These principles have to be
inculcated through a training process to
establish a strong and distinguished
civil service.

In addition to enrolment and completion
rates, the County government needs
to pay speciﬁc attention to the
development of marketable skills to
solve
the
unemployment
problem
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3.7.2. Our Pledge
The County government will:
•

Build more ECD training centres in
the county;

•

Support the training of ECD
teachers;

•

Support partnerships between
universities and industry for
incubation and commercialization
of innovations;

•

Provide equipment to technical
training institutes, through
partnerships with industry and
other external partners;

•

Establish a school of public service
in collaboration with higher
learning institution(s); and

•

Support the opening of middle
level colleges in the sub-counties.

3.8.

HEALTH AND SANITATION

3.8.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges
Disease Burden Communicable Diseases
Together,
adolescence
and
young
adulthood represent a period of
experimentation and identity formation,
and also a time when lifelong behavior
patterns are typically initiated or
established. While typically considered
healthy, young people are at an increased
risk of poor sexual and reproductive
health outcomes including sexually
transmitted diseases, HIV, unintended
pregnancy and illness or death associated
with unsafe abortion. Poor sexual and
reproductive health outcomes have far
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reaching implications on young people’s
development and wellbeing and their
contribution to national development.
High fertility and associated high child
dependency burdens exert an enormous
burden on the economy and undermines
the capacity of families and the County
governments to invest in human capital
development. Furthermore, there are
persistent sociocultural and religious
beliefs and practices that curtail efforts to
expand access to sexual and reproductive
health information and services to young
people in the County.
Non-Communicable Diseases
Non-communicable diseases (NCDs),
such as cardiovascular diseases, cancers,
diabetes,
and
chronic
respiratory
diseases, are now the leading cause
of death in most regions of the world.
Although communicable diseases and
other
conditions
still
predominate
common illnesses, NCDs are projected
to become the leading cause of death
by 2030. These diseases share four key
risk factors— tobacco use, harmful use of
alcohol, physical inactivity, and unhealthy
diet—all modiﬁable behaviors typically
established during adolescence or young
adulthood, and ones that set the stage for
NCDs later in life.
Maternal health and mortality rates
addressed in this manifesto under issues
affecting women. Child mortality rates, at
under 5 years of age, per 1000 live births,
is more than 140 in Kisumu County. This
is among the highest rates in the entire
country.
3.8.2. Opportunities in Healthcare
Given that the scope and emphasis of
a public health program are inﬂuenced
by the changing characteristics of the
population it serves, and with the current
and anticipated population growth and
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change in age composition of Kisumu
county, there will be long-range planning
of community health and medical facilities
to extend the coverage and improve the
quality of health systems so that everyone
can at least have the chance to secure
adequate healthcare.

•

Provide free emergency referral
ambulance services to all Kisumu
residents.

•

Improve sanitation by addressing
waste collection and disposal
by ensuring that there are
adequate dumping sites in all the
sub-counties and regular
collections of the solid waste.

•

Improve access to health services
by constructing new health
facilities where they are
required then make sure they
are well equipped, have enough
personnel and essential
commodities.

•

Procure and install MRI machine
and establishment of Cancer
Treatment Centre at Jaramogi
Oginga Odinga Teaching and
Referral Hospital (JOOTRH).

•

Ensure that all stalled health
projects are completed and made
operational.

•

Monitor trends in the four risk
factors and scaling up proven,
cost-effective interventions to
create health promoting
environments for young people to
address NCDs;

•

Establish a universal health
insurance scheme, to cater for
all categories of members across
the county, making healthcare
affordable and accessible to all;

•

Provide safe contraceptives and
offer education on their use to
prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS;

•

Promote public health awareness
and healthy living through
education in schools and
communities;

3.8.3. Our Pledge
The County government will:
•

•

•

Improve services in at one Level 4
hospital in each Sub-county by
ensuring that they have operation
theatre and X-ray units.
Empower all the Community
Health Volunteers (CHVs) to offer
basic diagnosis and treatment of
young children and pregnant
mothers and identity cases which
require referral to the nearest
health facility.
Support CHVs by paying them
monthly stipend and paying NHIF
contribution for them and their
families.
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•

Carry out reproductive health
education in communities,
especially among the youth;

•

Invest in preventive care through
regular tests and screening
exercises;

•

Acquire state of the art
ambulances, different from old
vans currently being used in the
County;

•

Integrate health issues in policies
touching on social, infrastructural
and environmental regulatory
systems;

•

Promote equitable access to
quality healthcare by equipping
hospitals in the sub-counties and
within the city;

•

Address the welfare of health
workers in the county for a
dedicated workforce;

•

Train more health workers on safe
deliveries, to curd child mortality;
and
Establish partnerships and
collaborations to improve
access to and equity within
health systems. This will
mean engaging various
stakeholders, including national
and provincial governments,
the private sector, nd local
communities, for positive
change in health care systems.

•

3.9.

TOURISM, CULTURE AND
HERITAGE

3.9.1. Situation Analysis and Current
Challenges
There are numerous potential tourist
attractions in Kisumu County. Some of
those are Luanda Magere, Omiere, Kit
Mikayi, among others. In addition to these
sites and attractions, the water in itself
could be exploited for numerous tourist
and cultural activities. Furthermore, the
rich culture of the Luo community that
are the main inhabitants of the county
present opportunities for tourist and
cultural development related to music,
drama and dances.
The county has not responded to
global changes in the tourism industry
which requires private sector strategic
leadership. Secondly the growth of
the industry cuts across the sectors of
security, transport and environment which
have deteriorated. Third, the County has
been unable to offer superior experiential
tourism products starting with a dire need
for world class hotels.
Exploiting the tourism potential sector
will grow the County’s economy in three
key ways;
1.

By means of direct employment
creation,

2.

On account of strong linkages
with other sectors notably,
transport, manufacturing, and
agriculture and

3.

Exploiting the catchment of Lake
Victoria.

To fully exploit tourism in the County and
beyond, we shall re-invent the brand, and
the product as well.
In addition to natural attractions, the
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talents of the youth in Kisumu County
in the arts have not been fully exploited.
They can not only attract people to
Kisumu, but they could also travel outside
the County to showcase Kisumu culture
and arts.

3.9.3. Our Pledge

•

Open up the waterfront for
commercialized cultural activities;

3.9.2. Opportunities in Tourism

•

Build one big modern arts and
theatre complex in Kisumu
complex, supported by social
acilities and commercial outlets in
close proximity;

•

Support arts and theatre groups at
the sub-county level;

•

Support the development of
talent in the arts and culture and
its showcasing outside Kisumu
County;

•

Establish partnerships to market
tourist attractions in the County;

•

Construct facilities to preserve
tourist attraction and cultural
heritage in the County;

•

Build infrastructure to facilitate
access to tourist attractions and
cultural sites;

Retirement
tourism
offers
distinct
possibilities—Europe,
our
traditional
market, is aging rapidly. This would require
reorientation from hotel to residential
investments and world class health care
facilities. The region is another potential
market that has not been explored. A lot
of effort will be made to market holiday
tourism in the region, for instance by
offering holiday packages targeting
neighboring countries.
There are several nascent niche markets
with growth and diversiﬁcation potential,
notably ﬁlm industry and sports tourism
taking pride of place of our global position
by those who placed us in the global map
as president of the most powerful nation
and winner(s) of the most prestigious
ﬁlm awards.

The County government will:
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4.

CONCLUSION

Kisumu County’s potential lies in
productively engaging its youthful
population and ﬁnding new sources of
growth in agriculture, industrialization
and services. To establish sustainable
development trajectories the county also
needs to have keen focus on enhancing
public health systems to improve
maternal/child
survival,
providing
family planning and therefore ensuring
declines in dependency ratios, improving
educational institutions. All this together
with stable economic growth conditions
will ultimately encourage job creation,
with sufficient social protection. There is
a need to turn this population into
an opportunity.
Underlying all these is;(i) a sustained
commitment to good governance based
on timely decisions, security of property,
sanctity of contract and predictability
of rules and (ii) tooling of the youth and
women to give them the requisite skills to
convert opportunities to livelihoods.

#ASKNYONGO
Women offering health services:
“The nyamrerwa women health workers
were not meant to be voluntary as the
current County government wants to
treat them. We will give them a salary and
NHIF coverage. This is because we know
that without them, women face serious
challenges in rural areas and at lower level
health facilities”.
Asset Ownership by Women:
“It is not true that women are not asset
owners. There are a number of private
ﬁnance agencies that support women to
own assets. Women a lot of wealth and pay
huge taxes to government. I told women
in Kibuye market that they are as rich
as Nakumatt or any other supermarket.
It’s only that they have no propper ways
to protect and grow their wealth. They
agree. It is upon the county government
to construct facilities to safeguard women
assets. The Kisumu Urban Project that
was killed by corruption, was meant to
put such facilities at places like Kibuye”.
Women in Business and Enterprise:
“The law provides that 30% of all
government
procurement
will
be
reserved for women, youth and people
with disabilities. But the provision is not
enough. A lot of times, many business
people, including women, cannot even
understand the content of the tender
that governments put out. It is the
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responsibility of the County government
to prepare business people, particularly
women business persons, to participate
in the opportunities. We will establish the
Kisumu Business Initiative Centre to lead
these activities and champion capacity
development of women and participate
in business opportunities, particularly
county and national government tenders”.
Water Services:
“There is a reason why water services was
devolved, alongside agriculture, health,
ﬁsheries, co-operatives and marketing.
It is because these are the areas where
the rubber meets the road, as it were.
A lot of money is made available to the
County government to provide water
to the people. It is not enough, but the
little that is available should be used
well. Wajir County has showed us a good
example by not just sinking boreholes but
also putting up a water tracking system.
This is what we have to do here too. Go
being boreholes and do a proper study
on availability and consumption of water
both by households and irrigation. Then
put in place sustainable treatment and
distribution systems. It is only a matter
of reviving projects, not re-inventing the
wheel”.
Fisheries:
“Cage ﬁshing has great potential to put
food on the tables of many households
in Kisumu County. However, cage ﬁshing
needs to co-exist with other ﬁshing
methods. The important thing is to stop
bad practices and unethical conduct of
ﬁshermen that take out immature ﬁsh
from the lake, depleting the stock of
mature ﬁsh in the long-run”.

Waste Management:
“It is possible to use waste to generate
energy and other bi-products. Current
state of poor waste management in the
county, especially in Kisumu City, is a result
of corruption. County officials solicited
huge amounts of bribed from potential
development partners, killing great ideas
and good projects. It is unfortunate that
Kisumu City has not had a proper City
Management Board, as required in the
Urban Areas and Cities Act. We cannot
have good plans for the city, including
in the area of waste management,
without a functional and competent City
Management Board”.

5.

IMPLEMENTATION
FRAMEWORK

5.1.

STRENGTHENING THE COUNTY’S
CAPACITY TO DELIVER

Public Service Delivery
A nimble and responsive County
Executive, with an optimal structure that
will cost effectively deliver excellent
services will form the central core for
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policy transformation and execution.
The County Executive and Assembly
must remain the foremost institutions in
spearheading the development of the
County.
The governor will rely on a well-rounded
knowledge and development experience
of the nation and the continent and ability
to build and leverage global and regional
partnerships to consistently position
the County as the County of Choice for
shaping the development of the County
in a devolved framework.
Ethics and Integrity
In conformity with Chapter 6 of the
Constitution, the Governor will strengthen
the ethics, governance and accountability
systems within the County to ensure
an effective government is central to
economic growth and social welfare. As
the County that hosts the third largest
City, it appropriates a large amount in
national transfers.
The efficiency with which those resources
are deployed will inﬂuence the nature
and pace of economic growth. More
fundamentally, the County government
provides the framework, the reference
point, and vision within which individuals,
the private sector, and civil organizations
compete and cooperate.

Addressing Insecurity as a pre-requisite
to Development
Insecurity in Kisumu County is worsening.
In Kisumu city, the informal settlement of
Manyatta has been identiﬁed as a crime
hot spot with 4 organized criminal gangs
operating from the slum. Other areas that
experience high levels of insecurity are
Mamboleo, Migosi, Car Wash, Nyalenda,
Kanyakwar and Arya.

political rallies, drug trafficking and
kidnappings are the main crimes
committed in these areas.
The increasing levels of crime seriously
affect businesses in the urban areas and
livestock rearing and trading in the rural
areas. It is estimated the County loses
more than 5 million shillings in stock
theft every month. The high crime rate is
generally due to youth unemployment,
drug and substance abuse and a culture
of migrant labourers useful but not
accountable, especially in the sugar belt.
The ability of the security officers to
respond is hampered by the following;
•

Mobility of security is handicapped
due to inadequate means of
transport;

•

Inadequate office and working
tools; and

•

Crammed or lack of
accommodation for security
officers.

Extortion, levying of protection fees,
muggings, heckling and disrupting
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•

Specialized agencies/boards for
management of health,
environment, urban spaces,
infrastructure as well as research
and innovation in the County.

5.3.

TEAMING UP WITH COUNTIES IN
THE LAKE BASIN ECONOMIC
FORUM

Going by the experience of the ﬁrst
County government, there is quite some
evidence and agreement on key areas
that the next governor should focus on.
These areas are;
•

Better management of public
ﬁnances;

•

Improving transparency and
accountability in governance;

•

Ending corruption;

•

Improving service delivery and
stopping rent-seeking in contracts;

•

Working with national government
to enhance peace and security; and

•

Entrenching devolution up to the
village level.

The Lake Basin Economic Forum will be
an important economic catalyst for the
13 member counties. It will help to create
linkages for economic (sub) sectors in
the region and provide a platform for
collective action and a voice in trade.
Some of the initial plans of the forum
that are yet to be realized include the
establishment of a regional bank. Kisumu
County will play a more proactive and
leadership role in strengthening this bloc.

5.4. JUMPSTARTING IMPLEMENTATION
5.2.

DESIGNING A RESULT-BASED
COUNTY GOVERNMENT
STRUCTURE

The structure of the County government
will integrate the following features:
•

Full compliance to the County
Government Structure provided in
the County Governments Act, 2012,
including the Decentralized Units
in Part VI of the Act;

•

Formulation of Departments in
accordance with the manifesto of
the new government;

•

Consultative Forum as envisaged
in the County Governments Act,
2012;

•

Institution(s) to monitor service
delivery; and

The following activities will be undertaken
in the early days of the new County
Government to lay the ground for smooth
implementation of its programmes:
•

Passing legislation to
support public participation in
County management;

•

Passing legislation as may be
necessary to support sectoral
plans in this manifesto;

•

Investigation into the ﬁnancial
status of the County, including
assessment of assets and
liabilities as well as pending
bills / debts;

•

Forensic audit, if necessary; and

•

Completing and Financing
the structure of devolution.
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“
The future is in our hands.

”
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#TichTire
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“
Kisumu will begin to ﬂy with the eagles
and stop walking with the chicken.

”

36

GOVERNOR KISUMU COUNTY 2017 - MANIFESTO

