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PRESS RELEASE 

Kisumu, Kenya, 20 May 2022 

The Covenant of Mayors in Sub-Saharan Africa focuses on 
waste and climate and advocates for increased access to 
climate finance at Africities Summit. 
 

Proper waste management is essential to reverse climate change. This 
was one of the participants' conclusions at the CoM SSA Sessions in 
Africities Summit on 19 May in Kisumu, Kenya. 
 
Cities account for 70% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Waste is often the third largest 
source of emissions in cities, after buildings and transport. Around 60% to 80% of African 
waste is made up of organic material. Cities without a mechanism in place to treat waste, just 
send everything to the landfill, which produces methane and greenhouse gases in the landfill 
itself. During the CoM SSA sessions, more than 150 participants from about 20 African and 
European countries had the opportunity to exchange and discuss how waste management, a 
mandate traditionally devolved to the local governments, constitutes a lever for action on 
climate and access to energy policies.  
 
Audrey Guiral-Naepels, Deputy Head of the Urban Development, Planning and 
Housing Division, AFD, said the links between climate and waste emissions are quite well-
known, “One third of the waste at global goes untreated and this has a direct impact on 
health, biodiversity, climate and even economic development. In Africa, waste is responsible 
for 8,1% of GHG emissions while the global average is 3%”.  
 
Expertise France, CoM SSA co-implementing partner in several Sub-Saharan African cities 
including Kisumu, claims that waste prevention, recycling, and energy recovery could each 
mitigate the effects of climate change, as waste is one of the top three sources of GHGs in 
the supported cities. Consistent waste and resource management solutions, when fully 
applied, can play a significant role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Although African 
cities are often in charge of waste management, they still do not link it to climate and struggle 
to access funding. This event brought the opportunity to show the strong link between waste 
and climate and advocate for unlocking access to climate finance, including for waste 
management projects. 
 

One of the sessions at the event tackled climate action plans as a crucial and necessary step 

in the city roadmap for implementing effective actions to respond to climate change challenges 
CoM SSA signatories had the opportunity to showcase the pioneering work they have done to 
develop their SEACAPs, taking the audience through a journey on the climate and energy 
challenges that their cities are facing. This included some of the key findings of this plan, the 

http://unhabitat.org/books/cities-and-climate-change-global-report-on-human-settlements-2011/
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targets and actions set within and where these cities hope their SEACAPS will take them to 
contribute not only to their international commitments but also to build resilience. At this 
session, Kisumu County and Nakuru County launched their Climate Action Plans with CoM SSA. 
These local governments are paving the way for a more resilient and low-carbon development 
of their territories, a first in Kenya! 
 
Grace Karanja, Director Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources County 
Government of Nakuru mentioned: “With so many climate hazards affecting cities in Sub-
Saharan Africa, climate action plans need to have a concrete scope and be informed by data 
coming from those most affected by the effects of climate change". 
 
Concerning climate change, cities are both source of the problem, and have the most potential 
to solve it. The good news is that the solutions are out there, and to this end, CoM SSA 
sessions offered participants the opportunity to meet with cities’ representatives and experts 
from different sectors to learn from their experiences and success stories, and at the same 
time discover how, this European initiative, works with African cities to mobilize and attract 
private financing to projects identified in their climate action plans. 

 

 
For more information about this press release, please contact Jeanne ETIENNE on 
jeanne.etienne@expertisefrance.fr  
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Pictures:  
 

 
Opening of the CoM SSA Sessions in the presence of the newly elected Chairman of the CoM SSA Regional Mayor 
Forum, Mayor of the Commune of Kloto I in Togo Yawo Winny Dogbatse, the Ambassador of the European Union 
to Kenya H.E. Henriette Geiger, EU Ambassador to Kenya, the Co-Managing Director at the Global Covenant of 
Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM) Andy Deacon, and Nicolas Chenet, the Director of the Sustainable 
Development Department of Expertise France. © CoM SSA 

 

 
Mr Caleb B. Nyamwange, Hon. County Attorney at the County Government of Nakuru and Prof. Peter Anyang' 
Nyong'o, Kisumu County Governor launched their Climate Action Plans during the opening ceremony of the CoM 
SSA Sessions. © CoM SSA 
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Mayors from Abuja, Bobo-Dioulasso, Garoua, Nakuru, and Nouakchott sharing their experiences on the SEACAP 
elaboration process and climate issues in their territories. © CoM SSA 
 

 

 
A biodigester has been built at Ahero Vocational Training Centre, Kisumu County as a pilot project of its Climate 
Action Plan focused on limiting the production of greenhouse gases from waste while producing sustainable energy 
© Expertise France/CoM SSA 

 
 
Notes to editors: 
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Information about the Covenant of Mayors in Sub-Saharan Africa (CoM SSA): Started in 2015, 
the Covenant of Mayors in Sub-Saharan Africa (CoM SSA) is a major catalyst for local climate 
action in the region, with political commitment from over 230 local governments. This initiative 
is co-funded by the European Union, the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, and the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation. 

http://www.commsa.org/

